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Land Development in Pocatello and Bannock County, Idaho: 
What Property Owners and Developers Need to Know 
 

Land development in Pocatello and Bannock County, Idaho continues to grow as southeast Idaho 

attracts new residents, businesses, and investment. While opportunity is abundant, turning raw 

land into buildable property requires careful planning, local knowledge, and accurate land 

surveying from the very beginning. 

In Bannock County, successful land development depends on understanding zoning regulations, 

terrain, drainage, easements, and Idaho property law. Projects that address these factors early 

tend to move through design, review, and construction with fewer delays and lower risk. 

 

Understanding the Role of Land Surveying in Land Development 

Professional land surveying forms the foundation of every land development project in Pocatello 

and throughout Bannock County. Boundary surveys establish legal property lines, while 

topographic surveys reveal elevation changes, slopes, and drainage patterns that directly affect 

site design. 

Local jurisdictions require surveys prepared by licensed Idaho Professional Land Surveyors for 

subdivision plats, boundary adjustments, and many development approvals. Accurate surveys 

help developers avoid disputes, redesigns, and approval setbacks later in the process. 

 

Local Zoning and Development Regulations in Bannock County 

Land development regulations vary between Bannock County, the City of Pocatello, and the City 

of Chubbuck. Zoning classifications, access requirements, minimum lot sizes, and hillside 

development standards all influence what can be built and how a property can be subdivided. 

Early coordination with a land surveyor familiar with local zoning and subdivision ordinances 

allows developers to design projects that align with review standards and avoid unnecessary 

revisions. 

 

Topography and Terrain Considerations in Southeast Idaho 

The terrain in southeast Idaho presents unique challenges for land development. Basalt rock, 

rolling hills, and elevation changes impact grading, road alignment, utility placement, and 

drainage design. 

A detailed topographic survey provides engineers and planners with accurate data so they can 

design infrastructure that works with the natural landscape rather than against it. 

 

Easements, Utilities, and Property Constraints 

Easements, rights of way, irrigation facilities, and underground utilities are common throughout 

Bannock County. These features can restrict buildable areas and influence access and layout 

decisions. 

Identifying easements and utilities early through record research and field surveying helps 

developers avoid costly surprises once construction begins. 
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Drainage and Stormwater Planning 

Drainage is a critical component of land development in Pocatello and Bannock County. Poor 

drainage planning is one of the most common reasons subdivision approvals are delayed. 

Survey data plays a key role in understanding natural runoff patterns and supporting effective 

stormwater design that meets local review requirements. 

 

Coordinating the Land Development Team 

Successful land development projects rely on clear communication between surveyors, 

engineers, planners, title companies, and contractors. When accurate survey data is shared early, 

teams can resolve issues efficiently and keep projects moving forward. 

 

Understanding Idaho Property and Subdivision Law 

Idaho Code Title 50 governs subdivision development, while Title 55 addresses property 

boundaries and ownership. Compliance with these laws is essential for plat approvals and long 

term property stability. 

Working with a land surveyor who understands Idaho Code and local application helps ensure 

projects remain compliant from start to finish. 

 

The Importance of Digital Survey Deliverables 

Modern land development relies on digital survey data such as CAD files, GIS information, and 

electronic plats. These deliverables allow engineers and review agencies to work efficiently and 

reduce errors during design and permitting. 

 

Choosing a Local Land Surveyor in Pocatello and Bannock County 

Land development is both a technical and strategic process. Working with a local land surveyor 

who understands southeast Idaho terrain, local regulations, and development workflows provides 

long term value. 

A knowledgeable surveyor helps property owners and developers make informed decisions and 

move forward with confidence. 

 

Conclusion 

Land development in Pocatello and Bannock County requires accurate surveying, local expertise, 

and careful planning. Projects that invest in quality survey data and early coordination are better 

positioned for successful approvals and construction. 

Dioptra LLC provides professional land surveying services for land development projects 

throughout Pocatello, Chubbuck, and Bannock County. Our team is committed to accuracy, 

communication, and helping clients build on solid ground. 

 


